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hereafter: it is those who never have been happy.
They who have had their happiness can bear to part
with existence: but it is hard to die without ever
having lived. When mankind cease, to need a future
existence as a consolation for the sufferings of the
present, it will have lost its chief value to them, for
themselves. I am now speaking of the unselfish.
Those who are so wrapped up in self that they are
unable to identify their feelings with anything which
will survive them, or to feel their life prolonged in
their younger cotemporaries and in all who help to
carry on the progressive movement of human affairs,
require the notion of another selfish life beyond the
grave, to enable them to keep up any interest in ex-
istence, since the present life, as its termination ap-
proaches, dwindles into something too insignificant to
be worth caring about. But if the Religion of
Humanity were as sedulously cultivated as the super-
natural religions are (and there is no difficulty in
conceiving that it might be much more so), all who
had received the customary amount of moral cultiva-
tion would up to the hour of death live ideally in the
life of those who are to follow them: and though
doubtless they would often willingly survive as indi-
viduals for a much longer period than the present
duration of life, it appears to me probable that after a
length of time different in different persons, they
would have had enough of existence, and would